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alking to designers, builders
and sailors for this article
reveals a few clear trends that
are emerging. Downsizing
to enjoy smaller, more nimble boats,
one design racing to level the playing
field while maximising the fun,
owner-drivers across the board (even
in the heady world of the TP52 circuit)
and affordability are just a few of the
notable moves in our sport.

Keeping it real for owners requires
designers to deliver at the cutting
edge. which is where you really need
to be if you're to be a winner, and it
can be challenging and risky. So this
is where our first trend in innovation
kicks in. Computational fluid
dynamics (CFD) has vastly reduced the
guesswork in making an efficient and
slippery hull so seeking a technological
lead is becoming more ditficult. But
for a hint of what's ahead, just look at
what the 10-year-old Wild Oats XI did
recently. Yes, we're talking about foils
—and lots of them.

Sprouting from the hulls in various
shapes and sizes, these appendages
are not only creating lift but in the
case of the Hugh Welbourn-designed
Quant23, the first airborne keeled
monohull. So the times really are
a’changin, especially if you are an
IMOC 60 sailor lining up for the next
Vendee Globe, where you'd be crazy
not to be looking over your shoulder
at what's emerging from the sheds of
builders such as CDK Technologies
in France.

The big blue Banque Populaire VIII
from designers’ VPLP & Verdier has

http://sails.realviewdigital.com/?iid=124384#folio=62

OCEAN

RACERS

INNOVATION IS KEY TO HAVING THE FASTEST
YACHTS AND KEEPING IN THE LEAD OF THE
RACING GAME. KEVIN GREEN REVIEWS THE
LATEST TRENDS AND MODELS THAT WILL PROPEL
YOU TO THE FRONT OF THE FLEET.

large upcurved foils that will vastly
reduce the hull's wetted area, and who
knows what kind of new angles of sail
this monster may achieve. Remember
also, we're not talking about gliding
around a serene bay like those delicate
America’s Cup 72 foiling catamarans,
because these Banque Populaire VIII
foils have to survive the worst of the
Southern ocean. This prompted me
to have a chat with Farr president,
Patrick Shaughnessy, about the next
innovations to enliven the Volvo
65 fleet. "I think it is very likely
that the work will include design
and conceptual changes.” Weight
reduction and more performance are
key areas that he, along with Volvo
Ocean Race yard manager, Nick Bice,
will be looking at.

Interestingly, lifting foils are also
on the latest Juan Kouyoumdjian

ALL HANDS

ON DECK

The new Quantum
Racing is

leading the TP52
resurgence.

design, as are irregular-shaped twin
rudders that have nodules on their
leading edges, so the new Rambler
88s visit to the Rolex Sydney to
Hobart is a must-see for us techno-
tragics. Back on the water, there’s
plenty happening with those leaders
of innovation, the Mini Transat 6.5,
that pioneered canting keels, rotating
masts and bowsprits, plus much
more, and who have just completed
the Mini Fastnet.

Scow bows were the more recent
innovation on the 21-foot Mini,
which made me laugh when 1
remembered my old Fireball. So
developing and researching small,
before going big, is one way to go.

POCKET ROCKETS

Talking of small, there’s an armada
of cost-etfective one design racers
emerging that are bringing renewed
smiles to former big-boat owners’
weathered faces, such as the Farr
280. "It puts a big grin on your face
when you're in 21 to 22 knots of wind,
hitting 18 knots downwind, surfing
off a wave and getting up there to
those sorts of speeds so easily,” says
an owner, Nick Haigh. McConaghy
also hope to continue the fun with the
Dunning-designed MC31 that should
build on the success of the popular
MC38. Moving up a notch to that
sweet spot of both regatta and offshore
boats is the raft of performers that
include Shaun Carkeek’s carbon 40
MKII speedster that is already selling
well, as is the new Mark Mills 4.1. So,
choose your weapon!
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